THE   GREAT   BATTLES
of every village and food-centre through which that flank
of the army passed, a state of affairs that rankled until
the 13th, when Ney was veered to the left in the direction
of Jena. There it was that the Prussians, after aimless
marches and long councils distracted by contrary reports
of the French advance, had massed in two bodies for
launching at the nearest wing. But the choice of attack
was not to rest with Hohenlohe.
The heights above Jena, where Napoleon had his
quarters, had been occupied by Lannes, who with the
Emperor, Ney, and Berthier made a survey of the Prussian
position. It was near moonrise on the i3th, shots were
passing between the outposts, the reflection of watch-
fires and burning houses glared in the sky. Orders went
to and fro with the rocking of a lantern. Here was a
track that must be extended into a road before daylight,
there were guns to be mounted, and reinforcements to
be hurried north and westward. But Ney, who had
pushed on ahead, was anxiously waiting the arrival of
his corps. He sniffed battle, and was afoot by two o'clock
the next morning when a fog increased the darkness of
early hours.
The presence of the Guard betokened a hot quarter,
and Ney took his stand near the Bearskins. He saw the
sun rise, wide and luminous over the plateau and leaving
only mist in the valleys. The battle music was attaining
crescendo, but it had gone nine when Colbert, with a
mixed force of cavalry, grenadiers, and light infantry,
under 3,000 in all, appeared through the turmoil. The
bulk of the 6th Corps was some hours behind on the
road, and it was good luck that even Colbert and the
advance-guard had caught up with the Marshal.
By this time Lannes, fighting in the centre with Soult
on his right, had succeeded in clearing the eminence.
The original plan had been for Ney to attack between
these two corps, but under the circumstances Napoleon
sent an order that he -was not to move without reinforce-
ments. Here was another check for the impetuous
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